CHAPTER V

THE change of sovereign on the death of Lukshmi
Sing in December, 1780, did nothing to ameliorate
the situation, for Gaurinath Sing was also a bitter
enemy of the sect, and two years after his accession
a terrible massacre of Moamaria at Garhgaon led to
another prolonged revolt ; and with such success for
the sect, that in 1791 Gaurinath's troops having been
frequently beaten, and the Moamaria having set up
one of their own on the throne at Rangpur, Gaurinath
applied for assistance to the Jaintia and Kachari
Rajas, who declined help. Manipur being applied
to did send a force of 500 horse and 4,000 foot across
the Naga hills to Nowgong, whence they moved
against Rangpur ; but, being badly worsted, retired
to their own country. Manipur chronicles relating
this action show that many of their soldiers were
severely flogged and many deported for cowardice.
Kamarupa and upper Assam were now in a most
miserable plight ; all these years of fighting had
desolated the land for both belligerents ; villages
were burnt, crops destroyed, and now a famine
started. At this juncture Gaurinath bethought him
of the English who had held the districts of Goal-
para and Cooch Behar since 1765, when the whole
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